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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
This is one of two reports provided within the overall Open Space Assessment 2023. It is a 
supporting document to the main report Open Space Assessment. It provides consultation 
findings from various stakeholders and feeds into other aspects of the study as explained 
below. 
 

1.1 Study Overview  
 
The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) requires local planning authorities to set out 
policies to help enable communities to access high quality open spaces and opportunities for 
recreation. These policies need to be based on a thorough understanding of local needs for 
such facilities and opportunities available for new provision.  
 
In view of the above, in 2023 Castle Point Council appointed Ethos Environmental Planning to 
undertake an Open Space Assessment to provide an up-to-date and robust assessment 
identifying needs, surpluses and deficits in open space to support the Castle Point Plan until 
2050 and to identify opportunities for open spaces to contribute towards green 
infrastructure. Alongside informing the Castle Point plan, the assessment will be used to 
inform green infrastructure planning and secure developer contributions and other funding 
sources for green infrastructure and open spaces.  

 
1.2 The Community and Stakeholder Needs Assessment  
 
This report makes a cross-cutting contribution to the overall study in providing evidence that 
will be used in the main report. The consultation findings will be combined with other 
evidence, findings, and assessments such as that completed in the audit, mapping, and 
analysis process.  
 
Undertaking comprehensive consultation and engagement with all relevant stakeholders and 
the wider community is an essential part of the overall process. It is an expectation of the 
National Planning Policy Framework and is needed to ensure that the study is robust in 
relation to recommended national guidance.  
 
The report examines the local need for a wide range of different kinds of open space and 
recreation facilities. It has drawn upon a range of survey and analytical techniques including 
a review of consultation findings from relevant leisure and open space studies. It outlines the 
community consultation and research process that has been undertaken as part of the study 
as well as the main findings.  
 
The report is made up of 3 main sections:  
 

• General community consultation  

• Neighbouring local authorities and councillors1 

 
1 Councillors were invited to respond but no responses were received. 



Castle Point Open Space Assessment Consultation Report_FINAL  P a g e  | 4 

 

• Stakeholders 
 
Each section provides additional detail on the consultation process relevant to that section 
and at the end of each section there is a short summary of the key findings.  
 
The consultation and research programme were undertaken from July to September 2023. 
The extent of the research reflects the breadth and diversity of the study and a consequent 
need to engage with a wide a cross section of the community and stakeholders as possible2.  
In summary, questionnaire surveys were undertaken as below:  
 

• A general resident survey  

• Neighbouring local authorities and councillor pro-forma  

• Local groups and organisations’ surveys  
 
The result of this consultation and other analyses will help amongst other things to inform 
the content of the recommended local standards as appropriate. This will be explained further 
in the main report.  
 
The consultation report also helps the assessment to understand stakeholder and local 
people’s appreciation of open space and recreation facilities, and the wider green 
infrastructure and the values attached by the community to the various forms of open spaces 
and facilities. This appreciation will have clear implications for the way in which open space 
and recreation facilities are considered as part of plan making as well as dealing with planning 
applications.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2 It should be noted that this report provides consultation evidence in the form of the observations and 
views/opinions sourced from many different organisations, individuals, and studies. On occasion the views and 
observations expressed by individuals and groups may not be consistent with each other, nor are such 
individual contributions necessarily accurate or up to date.  
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2.0 GENERAL COMMUNITY CONSULTATION  
 
This section provides consultation findings that covered all aspects of open space and 
recreation facility provision. In this sense it provides a useful overview across all these aspects 
rather than simply from groups and organisations with specific interests in just one aspect of 
open space and outdoor recreation. This contrasts, for example, with the other sections of 
the report which supply findings from individuals, groups, and organisations with specific 
interests in individual elements of open space and recreation.  
 
The section also includes engagement with public health stakeholders who have an interest 
running across all aspects of recreation facility provision, whatever activity that may be (in 
relation to encouraging an increase in physical activity - with associated health benefits). 

 
2.1  Residents’ Survey 
 
2.1.1  Introduction 

 
The Open Space Assessment needs to secure a general understanding of how residents of 
Castle Point currently make use of the various kinds of open space and recreation facilities; 
whether they think there are enough of such facilities; what they think of the quality of those 
facilities; how accessible they are; and what kind of facilities they think are priorities for future 
development and improvement. A good way of securing this general overview is to secure 
responses from a broad cross section of Castle Point households. 

 
An agreed survey was set up on the Castle Point Borough Council consultation hub and was 
promoted by the Council’s Communications Team. Paper copies of the survey were available 
at six community hubs across the borough. Posters were also displayed in notice boards 
within key settlements advertising both the online and paper surveys.  Respondents were 
asked to provide a view on behalf of their household, rather than simply as individuals. 578 
surveys were completed with a total of 1,329 people represented. This response rate has 
provided statistically significant findings at a 95% confidence level with a confidence interval 
of 4.063. This is sufficient statistically for the findings to be regarded as reliable and robust. 
The average household size of the households was 2.31 – which is slightly lower than the UK 
(2.4) and Castle Point average 2.394. 
 
24% of households who responded had children (representing household views on behalf of 
266 children and young people) with ages well spread across the age range: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
3 Population based on 2020 mid-year estimates 90,524 
4 Based on 2021 census data  
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16% of respondents considered that a disability limit’s their household’s activities to some 
degree. Respondents were asked if they have access to a car for transport and of which 92% 
of respondents said they did. 35% of households were also dog owners.   
  
The survey also determined the geographical distribution of respondents by gathering 
postcode data5. Overall, there was a good distribution of responses, except the wards of 
Thundersley South, Canvey Island North and St Marys which had fewer responses compared 
to other areas of the borough.  
 

 
5 12 respondents did not provide their postcode. 

23%

20%

23%

34%

Age Profile - Children and Young People

0 to 6 7 to 11 12 to 16 17 to 24
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2.1.2 Frequency of use – All households 
 
Please note that in all the charts and commentary in Section 2.1 percentages have been 
rounded up or down to the nearest full percentage. This means that on some occasions the 
total percentages relating to individual typologies may vary slightly from 100%. 
 
Respondents were asked to state how often they visited or used each of the following types 
of open space and recreation facilities within the study area, and the results are shown on the 
charts below: 
 



Castle Point Open Space Assessment Consultation Report_FINAL  P a g e  | 8 

 

 
 
Rights of way and parks, recreation grounds and woodlands, wildlife area and nature reserves 
are also by far the most frequently used facility on both a weekly and daily basis: 76% use 
rights of way at least weekly (of which 41% make use almost every day); 74% visit parks and 
recreation grounds at least weekly and 65% visit woodlands, wildlife areas and nature 
reserves weekly.  
 
Other spaces highly used weekly are informal open spaces with 53% using at least weekly; 
followed by beaches (38%).  
 

34%

4%

1%

2%

41%

17%

29%

2%

25%

12%

40%

20%

5%

7%

35%

27%

36%

6%

28%

26%

15%

13%

5%

11%

17%

23%

22%

12%

19%

28%

9%

27%

20%

26%

5%

21%

11%

27%

16%

27%

3%

36%

69%

55%

2%

13%

2%

53%

11%

7%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80%

Local recreation grounds and parks

Children’s play areas

Facilities for teenagers

Multi Use Games Areas (MUGAs)

Footpaths, bridleways, cyclepaths etc.

Water recreation facilities

Woodlands, wildlife areas and nature reserves

Allotments

Informal open spaces for ball games etc

Beaches

Open Space and Recreation Facilities - frequency of use - all 
households

Almost every day At  least weekly At least monthly Less often Never
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The least well used types of open spaces are facilities for teenagers with 69% never using 
these; followed by multi use games areas (55%) and allotments (53%).  
 
2.1.3  Frequency, regularity, and times of use – Regular Users6 
 
It is interesting to look at the frequency with which regular users of facilities visit them as for 
some facilities this is not immediately obvious from looking at the overall figures.  
 

 
 

The most used sites on a daily basis are local recreation grounds and parks and rights of way. 
Play spaces are most commonly used on weekly basis with 54% using children’s play spaces 
and 44% using facilities for teenagers weekly.  
 
2.1.4 Important Open Spaces 
 
Respondents were given the opportunity to plot their 5 most important spaces within the 
borough7. The below graph highlights those sites which had at least 10 tallies for important 
sites.  

 
6 By regular users we mean those households where open spaces/facilities are used/visited at least monthly. 
7 There were 276 points which did not correspond with an open space.  

38%

11%

11%

8%

44%

25%

34%

11%

34%

18%

45%

54%

44%

37%

37%

41%

42%

30%

39%

39%

17%

35%

44%

55%

19%

34%

25%

59%

27%

43%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%

Local recreation grounds and parks

Children’s play areas

Facilities for teenagers

Multi Use Games Areas (MUGAs)

Footpaths, bridleways, cyclepaths etc.

Water recreation facilities

Woodlands, wildlife areas and nature reserves

Allotments

Informal open spaces for ball games etc

Beaches

Open Space and Outdoor Facilities - frequency of use - users

Almost every day At  least weekly At least monthly
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2.1.5  Quantity of open space and recreation facilities 
 
Residents were asked if they needed more, the same or fewer of different types of open space 
and recreational facilities. Findings are illustrated in the chart below and will influence the 
“quantity” component of local standards as appropriate (this will be explained further in the 
main report). 
 

0 20 40 60 80 100 120 140 160 180 200

Arthur Stevens Open Space

Boyce Hill Golf Course

Canvey Heights Country Park

Canvey Lake

Canvey Wick SSSI

Castle Point Golf Course

Coombe Wood

Dodds Grove

Great Wood Golf Course

Great Wood Nature Reserve and Belfairs Park

Hadleigh Castle

Hadleigh Country Park

Inland Esplanade

John H Burrows Recreation Ground

King George V Playing Field (Thundersley)

King George V Recreation Ground (Canvey)

Leigh Beck Recreation Ground

Pound Wood

Runnymeade Paddocks

Shipwrights Wood

Smallgains Recreation Ground

South Benfleet Playing Fields

Southwick Dyke
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Tarpots Recreational Ground

Thames Estuary Waterside

The Chase Playing Fields
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Thundersley Great Common

Tile Wood

Two Tree Island

Villa Road Recreation Ground

Waterside Farm Recreation Ground

West Canvey Marshes (RSPB Land)

West Wood

Woodside Cemetery

Wyburn Wood (Tile Wood West)

Most Important Open Space/Recreation Facilities
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Respondents suggested that there is a need for more of the majority of open space typologies 
but noticeably there was a similar amount that also thought that there were enough open 
spaces. The typologies that this was notable includes parks and recreation grounds – 48% of 
respondents said there was a need for more with 45% saying there were enough; footpaths, 
bridleways and cycle paths – 48% said there was a need for more and 44% said there were 
enough; and water recreation facilities where 39% said there are enough whereas 37% said 
there was a need for more.  
 
Clear typologies that respondents highlighted where there was a need for more include 
woodlands, wildlife areas and nature reserves (58%), informal open spaces (52%) and facilities 
for teenagers (50%).  
 

48%

43%
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23%
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2.1.6 Quality of open space and recreation facilities  
 
Respondents were asked how they rated various types of facilities in the study area in terms 
of quality. The responses of those expressing an opinion on specific categories of facility are 
illustrated below: 
 

 
 
For a large proportion of open spaces, a majority of households suggested that in general they 
were of adequate or better quality (though the most common rating tended to be only 
"adequate"). This includes parks and recreation grounds and beaches with 64% of 
respondents rating them as good or adequate and 66% of respondents also rated beaches as 
either good or adequate.  
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34%

22%
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6%
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28%

29%
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31%

37%

15%
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25%

21%
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17%

21%
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5%

12%
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7%

13%

7%

4%
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1%
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28%

42%

46%

5%

19%

5%

48%

20%

15%
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Facilities for teenagers
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Footpaths, bridleways, cyclepaths etc.
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Allotments

Informal Open Spaces
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Quality of open spaces/recreation facilities

Very good Good Adequate Poor Very poor No opinion
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Woodlands, wildlife areas and nature reserves were rated the most highly in terms of quality 
with 45% of respondents rating them as very good or good.  
 
However, 37% of households highlighted the overall quality of outdoor facilities for teenagers 
as being either poor or very poor. Water recreation facilities were also rated poorly with 32% 
rating them as poor or very poor. Of those that rated water recreation facilities as poor or 
very poor, 54% of those were from Canvey Island, it is noted that Canvey Lake has an existing 
eutrophication issue which causes problems in the warmer months.  
 
2.1.7 Access Issues (Geographical) 
 
An important component of this assessment is to develop and recommend a series of local 
standards of provision for different types of open space and recreation opportunity. The 
following provides a means to gauge people’s willingness to travel to use different types of 
facility/open space (which might be by car, foot, bike, public transport etc). Where 
appropriate, these results will feed into the determination of the “access” element of local 
standards. 
 
In looking at the travel times in the first set of charts below it should be noted that these do 
not specify the mode of preferred travel (this is covered by the next set of charts). 
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Acceptable travel times vary across the typologies, however, across a large proportion of 
households said that they would not normally travel more than 15 minutes to visit different 
kinds of open spaces. For example, 72% would expect parks and recreation grounds to be 15 
minutes and 68% for allotments and community gardens.  
 
There were several open spaces where respondents would expect them to be a lot closer with 
51% of households expecting play areas to be within a 10-minute travel time (14% said under 
5 minutes) and 48% of respondents also expected informal open spaces to be with 10-minute 
travel time.  
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On the other hand, households would be willing to travel further for other typologies. For 
example, 51% of respondents would travel more than 16 minutes to visit beaches and 66% 
would travel more than 10 minutes to access woodlands, wildlife areas and nature reserves.  
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For all typologies except for water recreation facilities and beaches, walking is the norm, most 
notably for recreation grounds and parks (80%); play areas (75%); and informal open spaces 
(70%). Driving/by car is the preferred mode of transport for water recreation (51%) and 
beaches (66%).  
 
Numbers of people cycling or using the bus/other are significantly low with the exception of 
facilities for teenagers where 12% of respondents would cycle to these facilities. 
 
Importance of Footpath/cycle access 
 
Residents were asked if they would cycle or walk further or more often if the quality of their 
journey by foot or bike to a nearby open space or facility was improved. 
 

• 75% of households confirmed that they would be prepared to walk/cycle further if the 
quality of the route was improved. 

• 82% also said that if the quality of the route was improved, they would make the 
journey more often. 

 
This is a significant finding in terms of illustrating the potential benefit of ensuring good foot 
and cycle path access to facilities.  
 
The detailed findings from this section will be used when drawing up the access elements of 
relevant standards for different kinds of open space elsewhere in the study. 
 
2.1.8  Key Issues and priorities for improvement  
 
Households were also asked what their priorities for improvement in provision were. Findings 
are illustrated on the table below. Respondents were asked to rate the need for new or 
improved facilities by indicating priorities at three levels – high, medium, or low. 
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The category highlighted by the largest number of households as a priority for potential 
improvement/new provision was woodlands, wildlife areas and nature reserves (68%), 
footpaths, bridleway and cycle path provision (67%) and followed by parks and recreation 
grounds (57%). 
 
Other notable high priorities for improvement noted by significant numbers were beaches 
(48%); water recreation facilities (46%) and informal open spaces (45%). 
 
Children’s play areas also score quite highly as a priority need (a combined high/medium 
priority choice for 68% of households - 36% high/32% medium). Youth facilities were rated 
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19%
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34%
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38%
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33%
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39%

9%
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43%
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similarly (a combined high/medium priority choice for 57% of households - 25% high/32% 
medium). 
 
Kind of Improvement Needed 
 
Associated questions asked households to indicate whether the kind of priority need was 
primarily for more facilities, improved quality of existing, or improved access. In relation to 
the priorities noted above these findings are shown in the charts below: 
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From this it can be seen that: 
 

• For all typologies the general view that the primary need was improvement to existing 
rather than additional open spaces and outdoor facilities. 

• Typologies with the highest proportion (over 60%) noting a primary need for quality 
improvements to existing provision are recreation grounds and parks, footpaths, 
bridleways and cycle paths and water recreation facilities.  

• The category with the highest proportion of households suggesting a primary need for 
more facilities is provision for teenagers (44%). 

• Other typologies with a relatively high proportion (at least 30%) indicating a need for 
more rather than improvements in quality include: informal open spaces; woodlands, 
wildlife areas and nature reserves and multi-use games areas.  

• The highest identified need for access improvements was allotments and community 
gardens (26%). 

 
2.1.9 Additional Comments  
 
Respondents were also given the opportunity to provide general comments or specific 
observations, some common themes amongst these comments were as follows:  
 

• Maintenance of the existing facilities in open spaces and recreational facilities is poor.  

• Would like to see improvements to the sea wall and dog walking routes within open 
spaces.  

• John Burrows and Thundersley Common are good examples of open spaces within 
Castle Point Borough.  

• Require more facilities for disability and wheelchair users.  

• Better cycling infrastructure and bridleways across the borough especially towards key 
infrastructure and the beach.   

• Problems with anti-social behaviour within parks particularly gangs and knife crime.  

• Would like to see better protection of unlawful development on green spaces and 
woodlands.  

• Need for more litter and dog bins.  

• The water quality of water recreation is poor which is resulting in danger to both 
wildlife and humans. A large proportion of respondents who highlighted this were 
from Canvey Island and mentioned this as an issue about Canvey Lake.  

• Create connections between open spaces to create a green corridor network.  

• Would like to see more tree planted across Castle Point borough.  
 

2.2  Other residents survey  
 
2.2.1 Introduction  
 
Two other key residents’ surveys have been conducted in 2022 in relation to Castle Point 
which are:  
 

• Castle Point Satisfaction and Perception Survey 2022 



Castle Point Open Space Assessment Consultation Report_FINAL  P a g e  | 20 

 

• Essex Resident Survey 2022 
 
This section provides a summary of the key results in relation open spaces.  
 
2.2.2 Castle Point Satisfaction and Perception Survey (2022) 
 
This survey was conducted in May-June 2022 and was predominantly an online survey with 
paper copies available too - a total of 125 responses were received8.  

 
• 53% of respondents were satisfied with the maintenance of parks and open spaces by 

the Council.  

• 50% of respondents were satisfied with the maintenance of playground facilities for 
children, with 38% of respondents were dissatisfied.  

• 90% of respondents highlighted that parks and open spaces makes a local area a good 
place to live.  

 
2.2.3 Essex Resident Survey (2022)  
 
The Essex Residents Survey took place between February to May 2022 and received a total of 
5,987 responses.  
 

• Of those residents who lived in Castle Point, 93% of those respondents said that 
protecting the environment is important to them. Building on green and natural 
spaces was the environment issues that the majority of respondents (69%) were most 
concerned about.   

• In terms of green and natural spaces, 44% of Castle Point respondents said that they 
spent free time outside in green and natural spaces more than twice a week, with 25% 
of respondents spending once or twice a week.  

• 87% of Castle Point respondents thought that green and natural spaces are within easy 
walking distance.  

• In terms of the quality of green and natural spaces, 64% of Castle Point respondents 
thought that spaces are of a high enough standard to spend time in, with only 11% 
disagreeing. 

• This slightly differed for children’s play, with 62% of Castle Point respondents agreeing 
that space are good places for children to play with 16% disagreeing.  

• In terms of nature, 66% of Castle Point respondents thought that green and natural 
spaces provide good opportunities to see nature, with 15% disagreeing and 19% 
neither agreeing nor disagreeing.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
8 It should be noted that this did not meet the response rate for statistical significance which was 383 
responses needed for 95% confidence and 5% margin of error. 
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2.3 Stakeholder Views - Public Health 
 
2.3.1 Introduction  
 
This section highlights stakeholder views on the value of open space to the wider public health 
agenda. This includes national perspectives from organisations such as the National Institute 
for Health and Care Excellence (NICE) and Public Health England.  
 
2.3.2 National perspectives on the value of open spaces and physical activity to health and 
wellbeing 
 
The National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE) have highlighted that “physical 
activity is not only fun and enjoyable, it is essential for good health, helping to prevent or 
manage over 20 conditions and diseases. This includes heart disease, diabetes, some cancers, 
and obesity. It can also help improve people’s mental health and wellbeing9.” 

 
More specifically in relation to Open Space, Public Health England has provided updated 
guidance on: Improving access to greenspace: A new review for 202010. 
 
 

 
9 NICE Local government briefing (LGB3) – April 2013 
10 Improving Access to Greenspace: A new review for 2020 

NICE Local Authority Briefing – Public Health 
 
Supporting people of all ages to be more physically active can help local authorities meet 
their public health responsibilities. Specifically, it will impact on a range of indicators 
identified in the public health and the adult social care outcomes frameworks including:  
 

• Use of green space for exercise/health reasons 

• Child development  

• Excess weight in children and health  

• Proportion of physically active and inactive adults  

• Self-reported wellbeing and health-related quality of life  

• Fall and injuries in the over-65s 

• Mortality from cardiovascular diseases (including heart disease and stroke), 
cancer and respiratory diseases. 
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Providing opportunities for physical activity by developing and maintaining appropriate 
facilities such as parks and open spaces is therefore very important in relation to promoting 
better public health. Public Health services nationally therefore tend to have an interest in all 
aspects of active recreation facility provision.  
 
The COVID-19 pandemic led to open spaces becoming the only outlet for public exercise 
during lockdown. The heightened the issue of lack of access to open spaces in some urban 
areas especially in deprived areas. A report by Vivid Economics11 found that 295 deprived 
urban neighbourhoods across Britian had no trees or accessible green spaces and were 
defined as “grey deserts”.  
 
Natural England conducted a survey to understand how adults and children in England have 
engaged with nature since the COVID-19 pandemic. It builds on the previous Monitor of 
Engagement with the Natural Environment (MENE) survey. The survey polled 2,000 people 
during April 2020, during the first lockdown in England. The results showed that it is important 
for our wellbeing to spend time in nature. The survey also revealed that a smaller proportion 
of adults spent time outside in April 2020 than their reported average over 12 months, which 
suggest that lockdown restrictions impacted people using green spaces.  
 
Other findings of the survey included:  

• 26% of adults reported that they had not visited any green and natural space in April.  

• 86% of adults with access to a private garden of allotment felt that these spaces are 
important to them.  

• 89% of adults agreed or strongly agreed that green and natural spaces should be good 
places for mental health and wellbeing.  

• 87% of adults agreed that ‘being in nature makes me happy’.  
 

 
11 Levelling Up and Building Back Better Through Urban Green Infrastructure: An Investment Options Appraisal. 
Vivid Economics and Baron Willmore (June 2020)  

Public Health England – Improving access to greenspace: A new review for 2020. 
Summary of key points:  
 

• Evidence shows that living in a greener environment can promote and protect 
good health and aid recovery from illness and poor health. People who have 
greater exposure to greenspace have more favourable physiological outcomes.  

• Greenspaces can help to bring communities together and mitigate the negative 
effects of air pollution, excessive noise, heat, and flooding.  

• Population growth and urbanisation combined with demands for land use and 
budgetary constraints are putting existing local accessible greenspaces under 
threat.  

• Local authorities play a vital role in providing new, good quality greenspace that 
is inclusive and equitable; improving, maintained, and protecting existing 
greenspace; increasing GI within public space and promoting healthy streets and 
improving transport links and pathways to greenspaces. 
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2.3.3 Essex County Council – Public Health  
 
Essex County Council provides support and advises on work to reduce the gap in life 
expectancy, increase the years of healthy life expectancy and reduce the differences between 
health outcomes in the population. It oversees the development of the health and social care 
needs assessment referred to as the Joint Strategic Needs Assessment (JSNA). 
 
The assessment highlights that the preventative health issues are one of the key issues with 
almost two thirds of adults being overweight and obese with excess weight in children also 
being a concern. Physical activity and healthy weight are one of the strategic priorities of this 
assessment with the environment being a key factor in improving this including access to 
green spaces and active travel.   
 
There are also health inequalities within Essex especially regarding life expectancy. Spatial 
planning is recognised as a mechanism to improving this with housing growth and 
regeneration provide environmental that promote access to green spaces.  
 
The livewell campaign involved the local authorities and partners in Essex to collaborate on 
the health and wellbeing agenda to achieve better health outcomes for people living in Essex. 
The six themes that these focus on are:  
 

• Startwell – help young families have the best start in life.  

• Staywell – work with community and professionals to provide access to the best 
clinical services.  

• Feelwell – improve access to services that address mental wellbeing.  

• Eatwell – raise awareness about healthier eating.  

• Bewell – encourage more people to undertake regular physical activity.  

• Agewell – encourage people to improve their health and wellbeing now to lead to a 
better quality of life and provide opportunities for the elderly to be more active during 
retirement.  

 
2.3.4 Castle Point – Public Health  
 
Overview – Castle Point Health Profile  
 
The health profile for the period 202112 indicates that the health of people in Castle Point is 
slightly worse compared to the England average. Life expectancy for both males and females 
are lower than the England average. There is also a slightly higher percentage of physically 
inactive adults (23%) compared to 22% being the England average. The percentage of children 
living in low-income families is below the national average with 13% of children living in low-
income families compared to 19% in England. However, obesity levels in children are above 
the England average with 38% of year 6 children being classed as overweight (including 
obesity).  
 
Castle Point and Rochford – Health and Wellbeing Strategy 2022 – 2025  

 
12 PHE Fingertips Public Health Profiles - https://fingertips.phe.org.uk/  

https://fingertips.phe.org.uk/
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This strategy sets out how Castle Point and Rochford Councils plan to improve the health and 
wellbeing over the three-year plan period. It was developed with input from the Essex County 
Council, the CCG and community and voluntary sector organisations. Even though the health 
profile of Castle Point is relatively good, it has been identified that there are significant 
differences within wards. Healthy life expectancy also indicates that there are lots of 
preventative health issues that can be tackled to reduce this – currently in Castle Point there 
is a 12-year gap in healthy life expectancy for males and a 9-year gap for females.  
 
The four priority areas are:  
 

1. Mental health and wellbeing  
2. Physical health and wellbeing  
3. Ageing well  
4. Community resilience  

 
Having the ability to access open spaces crosses across all four of these priority areas, and the 
strategy highlights how the COVID-19 pandemic has changed perceptions, such as, people 
engaging with and are valuing nature, outdoor spaces, and gardens.  
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2.4  General Community Consultation – Key Findings 
 
This section provides some key consultation findings from the Castle Point residents survey and public 
health stakeholders. 
 
Quantity 

• For most other kinds of open spaces/recreation facilities the view tended to be that there is a need 
for more open space typologies, however, numbers stating that that there was sufficient provision 
were still high.  

• The only typology where there was a majority thought there are enough facilities was water 
recreation facilities (39%).  

• There are a number of open space typologies that a majority of respondents suggest there is a 
general need for more. 58% highlight a shortfall of woodlands, wildlife areas and nature reserves, 
52% said informal open space and 50% said there was a need for more facilities for teenagers.  

• The top 5 open spaces that were highlighted as being the most important to residents of Castle 
Point were: 

1. Hadleigh Country Park  
2. West Wood  
3. Great Wood Nature Reserve and Belfairs Park  
4. Thames Estuary Waterside  
5. Canvey Lake  

 
Quality 
 

• For all kinds of open spaces, a majority of households suggested that in general they were of 
adequate or better quality (though the most common rating tended to be only "adequate").  

• Some kinds of facilities/open spaces were rated highly in terms of quality. These include 
woodlands, wildlife areas and nature reserves (45% rated them as good or very good); parks and 
recreation grounds (64% rated them as good or adequate); and beaches (66% rated them as good 
or adequate).   

• However, 37% of households highlighted the overall quality of outdoor facilities for teenagers as 
being either poor or very poor compared to 7% believing them to be good/very good. The quality 
of water recreation facilities was rated as poor or worse by 32% of respondents. 

 
Access 
 
In general, a majority of household respondents report that they would not normally travel more than 15 

minutes to visit the different kinds of open spaces and recreation facilities. There is considerable variation 

however between the typologies. For example: 

• 66% of user households are prepared to travel more than 10 minutes to visit woodlands, wildlife 
area and nature reserves. 51% would also travel more than 16 minutes to visit the beaches. 
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• In contrast, for significant numbers of residents, facilities need to be much more locally accessible 
before they will be used (for example, play areas and park/recreation grounds). 

o 51% of users would expect play areas to be within a 10-minute travel time, of which 14% 
would not wish to travel more than 5 minutes.  

o 43% of users would expect local parks/recreation grounds and informal open spaces to be 
within a 10-minute travel time, of which 13% would not wish to travel more than 5 minutes. 

 
For most typologies, except for water recreation facilities and beaches, walking is the norm, most notably 
for recreation grounds and parks (80%); play areas (75%); and informal open spaces (70%). However, a 
majority of respondent households would normally drive to beaches (66%) and water recreation facilities 
(51%). 
 
Importance of footpath/cycle access 
 

• 75% of households confirmed that they would be prepared to walk/cycle further if the quality of 

the route was improved; and 82% also said that if the quality of the route was improved, they 

would make the journey more often. 

Priorities  
 
Open Space 
 

• The category highlighted by the largest number of households as a high priority for potential 
improvement/new provision was woodlands, wildlife areas and nature reserves (68%), followed 
by footpaths, bridleway, and cycle path provision (67%) followed by and parks and recreation 
grounds (57%). 

• Other notable high priorities for improvement noted by significant numbers were beaches (48%); 
water recreation (46%) and informal open spaces (45%). 

• Children’s play areas also score quite highly as a priority need (a combined high/medium priority 
choice for 68% of households - 36% high/32% medium). Youth facilities were rated similarly (a 
combined high/medium priority choice for 57% of households - 25% high/32% medium). 

 
Public Health and other issues 

 
• Castle Point Borough Council recognise the value and importance of access to open space and 

recreation facilities in relation to both mental and physical health and wellbeing to residents’ 
quality of life.  

• The overall health profile of the area is generally poorer compared to the England average, but 
there are certain areas including children living in low-income families which is better than the 
England average.  

• The Health and Wellbeing Strategy 2022 – 2025 highlights that everyone should have access to 
open spaces to achieve all four of its priority action areas.  

• Healthy life expectancy indicators highlight that there are preventative health issues which can be 
tackled to reduce the gap across the borough in healthy life expectancy.  
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3.0 NEIGHBOURING AUTHORITIES  
 

3.1 Introduction 
 
This section provides information and feedback from neighbouring local authorities. It is 
important to consult with neighbouring local authorities under the "duty to co-operate" 
requirement. This places a legal duty on local planning authorities, county councils in England 
and public bodies to "engage constructively, actively and on an ongoing basis to maximise the 
effectiveness of Local Plan preparation in the context of strategic cross boundary matters"13. 
 
There is a summary of key issues at the end of the section. The information and findings of 
this section will be taken forward in the main report. 

 
3.2 Cross boundary and strategic issues  
 
Overview – Castle Point   
 
Castle Point shares borders with the Local Authorities of Basildon, Rochford, Southend on Sea 
and Thurrock.  Responses were received from 3 out of 4 neighbouring local authorities.14 
 
Basildon Council 
 

Type of study  Notes/updates on 
relevant studies 

Comments and observations – cross border and 
strategic issues 

Playing Pitch 
Strategy 

Current strategy 
completed in 2018  

New PPS commissioned and expected to be 
completed in 2024. Likely to be cross boundary 
issues around the east of Basildon in which the 
council will engage when a draft is available.  
Also completed a 3G Facility Feasibility Study in 
2021.  

Green 
Infrastructure 
Study 

Using the South 
Essex Green and 
Blue GI Strategy 
and Essex GI 
Strategy  

 

Open 
Space/PPG17 
study 

Completed in 
2010/2010 and 
2015  

Update likely as part of the new Local Plan work – 
date currently unknown.  

Play/youth facility 
strategy 

Completed in 2007  Due to produce an updated strategy in 2023 
focussing on BBC spaces. Also have a Play Review 
Investment and Rationalisation 10-year 
programme (currently in year 3).  

Other relevant 
studies/strategies 

 Biodiversity Action Plan – scrutiny in November  
Local Green Spaces Report 2017 

 
13 See https://www.gov.uk/guidance/duty-to-cooperate  
14 These comments will be taken forward and considered in the main report. 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/duty-to-cooperate
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Thurrock Council 
 

Type of study  Notes/updates on 
relevant studies 

Comments and observations – cross border and 
strategic issues15 

Playing Pitch 
Strategy 

Completed July 
2020 but wasn’t 
published 

A new playing pitch study is due to be 
commissioned to inform the emerging new 
Thurrock Local Plan.  
 
Potential for cross border issues that may come out 
of the new study.  

Green 
Infrastructure 
Study 

Completed 
February 2023 

Part of the new local plan.  
 
This plan identifies a cross boundary GI zone the 
South Essex Marshes and wider Wat Tyler Park 
area. It recognises there may be potential conflict 
and pressures between enhancing and preserving 
ecological values alongside increased recreational 
access.  
 
Would be good to engage with Castle Point to 
understand any implications and opportunities 
from the GI evidence base.  

Open 
Space/PPG17 
study 

Completed June 
2020 but wasn’t 
published 

A new open space study is due to be commissioned 
to inform the emerging new Thurrock Local Plan. 

Parks/Greenspac
e strategy 

 Previous strategy is out of date.  
 
The SEE Park project could identify if there are any 
cross-boundary opportunities.  
 

Nature recovery 
strategy 

 Currently reviewing the evidence base to inform 
the Greater Essex LNRS.  
 
There are areas of ecological value and designated 
sites on either side of the administrative boundary 
of Thurrock and Castle Point authorities. Thurrock 
Council would welcome further engagement and 
collaboration to identify if there are any strategic 
and cross boundary issues or opportunities.  

Indoor Sport and 
Leisure Facilities 

Completed 
March/July 2020 
but wasn’t 
published 

A new sport and leisure facility strategy is due to 
be commissioned to inform the emerging new 
Thurrock Local Plan. 

 
 

 
15 These comments will be taken forward and considered in the main report. 
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Other Comments 
 
Thurrock Council would welcome the opportunity for further engagement as identified above. 
Their new local plan anticipates that a significant level of employment and housing growth 
will be identified with the scale and location having implications for nature, open space and 
leisure across the borough which has potential to impact upon Castle Point Borough Council.  
 
Southend-on-Sea Council  
 

Type of study  Notes/updates on 
relevant studies 

Comments and observations – cross border and 
strategic issues 

Playing Pitch 
Strategy 

Completed in 2018  A 2022 update has been published with a 2023 
update underway.  

Open 
Space/PPG17 
study 

 Open space study is being completed in house and 
is expected to be completed by the end of 2023 

Parks/Greenspac
e Strategy 

Completed in 2015 Strategy is now out of date and ran to 2020.  

Play/youth facility 
strategy 

 No play strategy but have approval for £1million of 
CIL funding to improve existing play spaces.  

Nature Recovery 
Strategy 

 Have a State of Nature Report (2018) but has not 
been published.  
Currently the council is looking at the potential to 
include intertidal areas as BNG opportunity 
locations. Would like to collaborate here to ensure 
opportunities to be included in LNRs are 
complementary.  

Other relevant 
studies/strategies 

 Tree canopy cover assessment 2019. 
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3.3    Neighbouring Local Authorities - Key Findings  
 
Neighbouring Local Authorities – Cross Boundary Issues  
 
Section 3.1 above briefly reviewed feedback from neighbouring Local Authorities in 
relation to the status of their open space strategies/associated studies and any cross-
border issues of significance.  The variety of documents and strategies in place (and their 
relevance to current planning policy) is considerable, embracing green infrastructure 
studies, open space strategies, and sport, recreation and play strategies.  The approach 
adopted by each authority is very much locally derived.   
 
A number of authorities highlighted issues relating to Green Infrastructure and Nature 
recovery strategy but relatively few cross border and wider strategic issues have been 
specifically identified. There may be scope for neighbouring local authorities to work more 
together along these lines to link local nature recovery networks and biodiversity net gain 
opportunities alongside developing additional common themes and agendas.  
 
It is notable that many authorities are currently involved with commissioning new open 
space, sport and recreation related studies or updating previous strategies that are out 
of date. 
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4.0 STAKEHOLDER CONSULTATION   
 
4.1 Introduction  
 
This section covers consultation responses and findings in relation to non-sporting 
recreational open spaces, including parks and recreation grounds, play spaces, allotments, 
natural green spaces, water recreation and rights of way. Consultation undertaken for this 
section included key stakeholder’s surveys, and a survey of relevant groups and organisations.  
 
The information and findings from this section will be taken forward in the Open Space Study 
main report.  
 
This section is comprised of 9 main sections:  
 

• Key stakeholders – strategic context and overview  

• Community Organisations overview  

• Parks and recreation grounds  

• Allotments  

• Natural green space, wildlife areas and woodlands  

• Water recreation – Beaches, the Estuary, Rivers, and Lakes  

• Rights of Way – Footpaths, Cycling and Bridleways  

• Play Space 
 
There is a summary of key points and issues at the end of the section.  
 

4.2 Key Stakeholders - strategic context and overview 

This section includes general comments from key stakeholders consulted. Responses specific 
to individual typologies from the stakeholders consulted will be noted under each of the focus 
topic headings.  
 
4.2.1  Council Officers  
 
Street Scene and Contracts Manager is responsible for the ground’s maintenance, street 
cleaning and building cleansing which includes managing and maintaining parks and open 
spaces that are owned by the Council.  
 
4.2.2 Strategic Organisations  
 
A semi-structured pro-forma was circulated to all relevant strategic organisations considered 
to have a bearing on the study. The organisations consulted were (✓ indicated response 
received):  
 

• Environment Agency ✓ 

• Marine Management ✓ 

• Natural England ✓ 
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• South Essex Friends of the Earth ✓ 

• Essex Wildlife Trust ✓ 

• Essex Local Nature Partnership  

• Essex Local Access Forum  

• Essex and Suffolk Rivers Trust  

• CPRE Essex ✓ 

• RSPB ✓ 

• Canvey Town Council  

• Essex Country Parks  

• Salvation Army ✓ 

• Essex Birds Aware 

• British Horse Society ✓ 
 

Where responses have not been received additional desk-based investigation have been 
conducted to gain insight into policies of organisations as they relate to the Castle Point area.  
 
Environment Agency  
 
The Environment Agency (EA) protects and improves the environment and promotes 
sustainable development. It plays a central role in implementing the government’s 
environmental strategy in England. The Environment Agency plays a lead role in managing 
flood risk and works to minimise the impact of flooding. East Anglia Environment Agency 
responded with several comments:  
 

• The design of open spaces should include both green and blue infrastructure 
measures.  

• Pollinator areas incorporating wildflower rich and bare ground habitats should be 
established next to rivers and in coastal areas.  

• Management regimes including mowing should incorporate wildlife friendly features 
on embankments and sea walls.  

• Aquatic features such as ponds, swales and ditches should be created in open spaces.  

• All developments should have open spaces with wildlife features as part of the 
biodiversity net gain.  

 
Marine Management Organisation 
 
Marine Management Organisation is a non-departmental public body sponsored by DEFRA. 
The MMO is responsible for preparing marine plans for England inshore and offshore waters. 
These plans inform and guide decision makers on development in marine and coastal areas.  
 
The South East Marine Plan as adopted in June 2021 which covers the coastal areas of Castle 
Point. Under the objective of ensuring a strong, healthy, and just society, the plan aims to 
ensure equitable access for those who want to use and enjoy the coast and seas recognising 
that for some island communities the sea plays a significant role in their community. Policy 
SE-ACC-1 supports development which enhance inclusive public access to and within marine 
areas including providing recreation activities.  
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Natural England – Senior Advisor Essex  
 
Natural England launched the National Green Infrastructure Framework in 2023 to help 
prepare a GI evidence base to support policies, site allocations and local design codes. This 
includes setting out GI principles, GI mapping, GI design guide and GI standards (which have 
replaced the previous ANGSt standards).  
 
GI Standards  
 
There are five GI standards within the framework which are:  
 

• Green Infrastructure Standard  

• Accessible Greenspace Standard  

• Urban Nature Recovery Standard  

• Urban Greening Factor Standard  

• Urban Tree Canopy Standard  
 
The accessible greenspace standards set out that everyone has access to good quality green 
and blue spaces within 15 minutes’ walk from home. Good quality provision is defined by the 
size proximity criteria as follows:  
 

• Either a doorstep greenspace of at least 0.5ha within 200m; or a local natural 
greenspace of at least 2ha within 300m walk from home.  

• A medium sized neighbourhood natural greenspace (10ha) within 1km.  

• A medium/large wider neighbourhood natural greenspace (20ha) within 2km and; 

• A large district natural greenspace (100ha) within 5km and; 

• A very large subregional greenspace within (500ha) within 10km.  
 
In terms of quantity, at least 3ha of publicly accessible greenspace per 1,000 population and 
there is no net loss or reduction in capacity of accessible greenspace per 1,000 population at 
an area-wide scale.  
 
The Importance of biodiversity and multi-functional open spaces  
 
Natural England highlights the importance of measurable net gain in creation of habitat and 
improvements to biodiversity and refer you to the Governments 25 Year Environment Plan16 
and paragraph 174 of the National Planning Policy Framework, specifically:  
 
 “promote the conservation, restoration and enhancements of priority habitats, ecological 
networks and the protection and recovery of priority species; and identify and pursue 
opportunities for securing measurable net gains for biodiversity”.  
 
Alternative areas of greenspace should be prioritised where this could undermine an existing 
site’s value for biodiversity.  
 

 
16 A Green Future: Our 25 Year Plan to Improve the Environment – January 2018 (last updated May 2019).  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/25-year-environment-plan
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2
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The Woodland Trust  
 
The Woodland Trust is the country’s largest woodland conservation charity with over 500,000 
members and supporters and more than 1,000 sites, covering over 26,000 hectares across 
the country. The Trust protect and campaign, plant trees, and restore ancient woodland for 
the benefit of wildlife and people. It states that “Trees and woods filter our air, cool our cities, 
purify our water, and enrich our soil. Yet the damage done to them has now reached 
catastrophic levels, and our plant and animal species are declining at an alarming rate.”  
 
The Woodland Trust has researched and developed the Woodland Access Standard (WASt) 
for local authorities to aim for which is written in their first Space for People publication17, 
and is still referred to within the updated 2021 report.  They believe that the WASt can be an 
important policy tool complimenting other access standards used in delivering green 
infrastructure for health benefits.  
 
The Woodland Access Standard recommends:  
 

• that no person should live more than 500m from at least one area of accessible 
woodland of no less than 2ha in size. 

• that there should also be at least one area of accessible woodland of no less than 20ha 
within 4km (8km round-trip) of people’s homes.  

 
South Essex Friends of the Earth 
 
A sub-group of the grassroots environmental organisation Friends of the Earth who campaign 
for environmental changes. The group campaigns for changes for the local area making it 
more climate friendly and fighting for environmental and social justice globally. Within Castle 
Point, the group has recently been campaigning for the protection of rich wildlife habitat in 
Benfleet.  
 
Essex Wildlife Trust  
 
Essex Wildlife Trust protects wildlife through landscape conservation, education, discovery 
centre and campaigns. The Trust manages numerous sites in Castle Point which include 
Belfairs and Daws Heath nature reserve (including Belfairs Woodland Centre), Little Haven, 
Pounds Wood Nature Reserve, Tile Wood, Valerie Wells Wood, Coopers Wood, Thundersley 
Oaks and Two Tree Island.  
 

• Belfairs and Daws Heath Nature Reserve – an ancient woodland with a variety of flora 
and fauna. 

 

• Two Tree Island Nature Reserve, Leigh on Sea – designated as an LNR, NNR, RAMSAR, 
SSSI and SPA this site provides a winter refuge for winter wildfowl and waders.  

 

 
17 Space for People: targeting action for woodland access – May 2017 
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• Little Haven Nature Reserve, Benfleet – designated as a LWS and comprises of 
woodland, meadows, and acid rich grassland.  

 

• Tile Wood Nature Reserve, Benfleet – designated as a LWS and ancient woodland.  
 

• Pound Wood Nature Reserve, Benfleet - designated as a LWS and one of the largest 
remaining ancient woodlands in South East Essex.  

 
The Trust has an aspiration to enhance these sites through improving their ecological 
connectivity, more robust buffering to reduce disturbance impacts and to improve the 
management of recreational impacts. These will mainly be achieved through the 
development of the Essex Local Nature Recovery Network and through careful management.  
 
Essex Local Nature Partnership 
 
Formed in 2022, the Essex Local Nature Partnership brings together over forty organisations 
to improve the local natural environment. The partnership is currently in the process of 
forming the Essex Local Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS) which will establish priorities and 
map proposals across Essex for specific actions to drive nature’s recovery.  
 
Essex Local Access Forum  
 
The Essex Local Access Forum is a statutory body which advises the Country Council, who 
manage PROWs, on how to make the countryside more accessible and enjoyable for 
countryside access. The Forum advises upon how to provide opportunities for different types 
of users and appropriate management and maintenance of access balancing the needs to 
biodiversity and users.  
 
Essex and Suffolk Rivers Trust  
 
Essex and Suffolk Rivers Trust was established is 2013 to improve and protect rivers in Essex 
and Suffolk for both people and wildlife. The work of the Trust mainly involves projects to 
help implement the EU Water Framework Directive, this is done working collaboratively with 
a range of partners including the Essex Rivers Hub catchment partnership. The River Crouch 
and River Roach catchment area runs through part of the Castle Point borough.  
 
CPRE Essex  
 
CPRE Essex is a branch of the national Campaign to Protect Rural England and aims to protect 
the county from inappropriate development and creating a sustainable and attractive figure. 
In terms of open space, they aim to connect people with the countryside and ensure people 
benefit from their local green spaces. There is a small amount of green belt in Castle Point 
which is currently under threat from proposed development.  
 
RSPB – Senior Site Manager  
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The RSPB manage two spaces within the Castle Point Borough: Canvey Wick SSSI and RSPB 
West Canvey Marsh. Canvey Wick is a brownfield sites which is currently ongoing restoration 
for the benefit of rare invertebrates and scrub nesting birds. It also provides a space for the 
local community to connect with nature and help improve mental and physical wellbeing. 
West Canvey Marsh is a managed wetland for breeding waders and other farmland bird 
species. Restoration of scrub grassland habitats for rare invertebrates, reptiles and scrub 
nesting birds is also being undertaken. It is part of the work to help mitigate the impacts of 
climate change by making wetlands more resilient and reducing the impact of flash flooding 
on surrounding areas.  
 
Canvey Town Council  
 
Canvey Town Council was formed in 2007 and is responsible for a number of services across 
Canvey Island. In terms of open space this includes, management of the recreational areas 
including Canvey Lake, Concord Beach Tidal Pools, Labworth Memorial Garden and Tewkes 
Creek Wildflower Meadow along with the allotments of Winter Garden and Smallgains.  
 
Essex Country Parks  
 
Owned by Essex County Council, Essex Country Parks manages parks and heritage venues 
across Essex. Hadleigh Country Park is one the sites that is managed by Essex Country Parks 
and is a large site Green Flag Awarded site which has a mountain bike track, café, bike hire, 
children’s play area, BMX track, grassland restoration, community orchard and grazing.  
 
Salvation Army  
 
The Salvation Army operate a 900-acre mixed farm, Hadleigh Farm Estate. As an organisation, 
they have an aspiration to go through a process of arable reversion in partnership with 
Natural England to reduce the total areas of land in farm production and increase the area of 
habitat. The scheme will aim to provide a balance between biodiversity and visitor 
experience, and the Salvation Army would like to residents to be actively involved in delivering 
their aspiration. It is hoped that this approach will increase visitor numbers and engagement 
whilst offering opportunities to explore additional income generation.  
 
The site has also seen an increase in visitor numbers since the pandemic, both with individuals 
walking the site and those who participate in organised groups.  
 
Essex Birds Aware  
 
Essex Birds Aware aims to raise awareness of the birds that feed and breed on the Essex coast. 
There is a variety of habitats and environments for birds along this stretch of coastline 
including mud-flat, saltmarsh and grazing marsh. The initiative engages with visitors and 
communities along the coast to understand about the different bird species and understand 
the impact recreation can have on bird disturbance.  
 
British Horse Society  
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The British Horse Society is a national charity which aims to protect and promote the interests 
of all horses and those who care about them. Castle Point Borough until only recently had no 
public bridleway provision.  
 

4.3 Community Organisations Survey: overview 

An online survey was set up for local organisations with an interest in green spaces. Responses 
were received from Trust Links, Rochford and Castle Point Ramblers, Castle Point Community 
Allotment and Canvey Island Youth Project. Detailed comments from the groups are found in 
the typology-based sections 4.5 to 4.9 below.  
 
Quantity  
 

• 4 out of 4 respondents reported that their organisations make direct use of open space 
or outdoor recreation facilities.  

• 2 out of 4 respondents though that there were enough open spaces, with 1 saying 
there aren’t enough and 1 saying they didn’t know.  

• Breakdown by different typologies can be seen below. The information below is 
limiting given the low number of responses received, however, there is a need for 
more facilities for teenagers and water recreation facilities.  
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Quality  
 
The general view of these local community organisations who expressed an opinion as regards 
the overall quality of the different types of outdoor recreational provision in Castle Point are 
summarised in the chart and information below:  
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• The quality of open spaces is very varied across the typologies, but no typologies were 
rated as very good.  

• 3 out of 4 respondents rated woodlands, wildlife areas and nature reserves as either 
good or adequate.  

• Water recreation and facilities for teenagers were either rated as poor or very poor.  

• Opinion on the general quality of other kinds of open spaces and outdoor facilities is 
more split with nearly equal proportions rating them as good/adequate/poor.   

 
Access 
 
Respondents were asked whether their group faced any access issues in relation to open 
space and recreational facilities:  
 
Three of the groups noted that they suffer from access issues and their specific comments are 
noted below:  
 

Group  Comments  

Castle Point 
Community Allotment 

Lack of toilet facilities deters people from visiting spaces. 
Accessible parking facilities also restricts access for some users.  

Canvey Island Youth 
Project 

Courts are run down and need refurbishing.  

Rochford and Castle 
Point Ramblers 

Parking charges can be difficult for some members to afford.  

 

 
4.4 Parks and Recreation Grounds  
 
4.4.1 Street Scene & Contracts Team 
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The head of the street scene and contracts team suggested that there are a significant number 
of parks considering the constrained nature of the borough. Many of these spaces are within 
easy walking distance from residential housing. Some parks do look uninviting and there could 
be increased promotion of parks through online channels. We are also considering allocating 
areas of parks for biodiversity. Large parks and open spaces such as Waterside and South 
Benfleet have the potential for additional facilities to be added to the site - Waterside has 
potential to be a leisure and sports hub.  
 
4.4.2 Strategic Organisations  
 
Natural England  
 
It should be considered that parks should provide benefits for nature as well as people. This 
could be done through changes to management regimes and designs spaces with a greater 
diversity of habitats. Careful consideration should be made between balancing sensitivities 
for wildlife and public access.  
 
RSPB  
 
Parks and recreation grounds provide opportunities to improve biodiversity through 
grasslands, flowerbeds and buildings and infrastructure. Grassland could be enhanced 
through seeding and restoring and diversifying the structure (whilst managing in a way that 
looks aesthetically pleasing). By adding flowerbeds in parks this promoted the planting and 
growing of native plants and species that are beneficial to pollinators. Also, there is potential 
to move away from maintenance of heavy clay soils and instead using a variety of substrates 
in which seed mixes can be directly sown – these can also reduce maintenance cost. Wildlife 
can also be built into infrastructure such as bee hotel posts for waymarking, bat boxes, bird 
boxes, green roofs, and wildlife home shelters.  
 
CPRE Essex 
 
The parks and recreation grounds in Castle Point are all very well used, with one site having 
been awarded Green Flag status – Hadleigh Park.  
 
4.4.3 Community Organisations  
 
Comments from the Community Organisations Survey in relation to parks and recreation 
grounds are noted below:  
 

Group  Comments  

Castle Point 
Community Allotment  

There are issues with South Benfleet Playing Field and Tarpots 
Recreation Grounds with anti-social behaviour. South Benfleet 
Playing Field is managed well by the park rangers. Overall, parks 
and recreation grounds are well looked after but it would be good 
to have a more gym trim trails within sites.  

Canvey Island Youth 
Project    

Parks are fairly good quality but courts across the borough require 
refurbishment.  
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Group  Comments  

Rochford and Castle 
Point Ramblers  

Issues of littering and grass cutting.  

 
4.5 Allotments  
 
4.5.1 Street Scene & Contracts Team 
 
There are a good number of allotments across Castle Point, however, the quality varies across 
allotment sites. There is a need to improve and promote all sites to attract residents to taking 
up plots.  
 
4.5.2 Strategic Organisations  
 
RSPB  
 
Allotments provide a valuable resource for nature in urban landscapes. There are several 
steps that could be taken to increase and improve biodiversity. Allotments could include the 
promotion of reduce or elimination of pesticide and herbicides and instead an organic 
approach to managing allotments could be used. Habitats could also be created within 
unusable areas of the sites including ponds and insect sites and retaining shelter beds for 
invertebrates.  
 
4.5.3 Community Organisations Survey  
 
Comments from the Community Organisation Survey in relation to allotments are noted 
below:  
 

Group  Comments  

Castle Point 
Community Allotment 

There are issues with allotment rents who often don’t work on 
them. There is now a process in place to take back the allotments 
if this happens (currently occurring at London Road A13 
allotments).  

Trust Links Would like to see more community growing spaces to help with 
social interaction.  

 
4.6 Natural green space, wildlife areas and woodlands  
 
4.6.1 Street Scene & Contracts Team 
 
It was suggested that there are enough natural green spaces across Castle Point, with there 
being several nature reserves and the SSSI of Thudersley Great Common. Despite these not 
being managed by Castle Point Borough Council, there is scope to promote these more. Some 
of the existing parks and recreation grounds also provide wooded areas within them.  
 
4.6.2 Strategic Organisations  
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Natural England  
 
The Council could look at the urban nature recovery standard to identify opportunities within 
natural green spaces and woodland to connect to the wider ecological network.  
 
RSPB  
 
There should be an ambition to connect all green spaces together through green corridors 
following the Lawton Principles of ‘Bigger, Better management and more Connected). This 
includes using road verges, rivers, hedgerows, disused land uses, industrial estates and 
developed land. Goals that could be used to achieve this include:  
 

• Managing all sites to achieve optimum or favourable condition.  

• All wildlife areas, nature reserves and woodland should have areas of reduced/no 
recreational disturbance.  

• 30% of all land and sea should be managed for nature conservation and recovery by 
2030.  

• A single dog walking strategy could be implemented18.  

• Improve structural diversity of woodlands with a focus on improved deadwood 
structure and re-wetting areas of woodland.  

• Enhance and restore saline lagoon habitats for breeding and non-breeding birds and 
associated flora and fauna.  

• Improve management of freshwater/brackish ditch systems for wildlife.  
 
Essex Wildlife Trust  
 
Castle Point Council should use the emerging LNRS to inform future development allocations 
so that valuable wildlife sites and opportunities for habitat connecting and nature recovery 
are not negatively impacted by inappropriately located development. This should inform 
development management decisions and enable sustainably designed development to make 
positive contributions to nature’s recovery. The LNRS will also help guide biodiversity net gain 
by identifying where offsite biodiversity investment should be located.  
 
There should be an aim to deliver more, bigger, and less fragmented areas of wildlife-rich 
habitats outside of protected sites to increase the overall extent of priority habitats and 
ensure greater connectivity between species. Castle Pont has important threatened species 
and habitats which require protecting and recovering. Tree, hedgerows, and woodlands 
should also be protected and restored whilst at the same time increasing tree cover within 
the borough.  
 
There is also a need to improve water quality in Castle Point, enhancements should include 
work to improve ecological, chemical and/or physical quality e.g., reducing pollution, 
restoring flows, improving connectivity, and enhancing habitat.  
 

 
18 An example of this is https://www.dorsetdogs.org.uk/  

https://www.dorsetdogs.org.uk/
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More and better quality accessible natural greenspaces should be a priority for both people 
and wildlife. However, increased access must be appropriately managed and impacts from 
disturbance monitored. Accessible natural greenspaces should also be provided by all new 
developments.  
 
Salvation Army  
 
We currently have a proposal with Natural England to deliver 400 acres of additional habitat 
including wet marsh land for the support of winter waders and migratory species. This will 
create a nature corridor linking with neighbouring natural green spaces.  
 
4.6.3 Community Organisations Survey  
 
Respondents’ views in relation to natural green space, wildlife areas and woodlands are noted 
below:  
 

Groups  Comments  

Trust Links  Natural green spaces should be made more accessible both 
physically and with guided walking groups/wellbeing groups taking 
disadvantaged or disabled people out into these spaces.  

Rochford and Castle 
Point Ramblers 

Most woodlands are very well looked after – particularly Hockley 
Woods.  

 
4.7 Water Recreation – the Estuary, Rivers, Lakes, Beaches 
 
4.7.1 Street Scene & Contracts Team 
 
The Foreshore is very well used, especially in the summer. Recent improvements including 
improved parking, facilities, and quality of the foreshore by the voluntary groups has 
increased visitor numbers. An aspiration for the future would be to add waterpark either on 
the foreshore or at Waterside.  
 
4.7.2 Strategic Organisations  
 
Friends of the Earth  
 
There are issues with the quality of the water in the estuary around Canvey Island for 
swimmers.  
 
Natural England  
 
Blue infrastructure provides important health and wellbeing benefits. Any improvements or 
changes to blue infrastructure should consider the Essex RAMs mitigation strategy for coastal 
habitats.  
 
RSPB 
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There are many elements that could be undertaken to improve water recreation alongside 
protecting and restoring biodiversity. This includes:  
 

• Promoting responsible use of watercraft including maintaining speed limits on the 
creeks and estuaries.  

• Stop disturbance to key roost and overwintering sites for non-breeding wildfowl and 
waders (Two Tree Island Western Lagoon, Canvey Point, Holehaven Creek and 
Benfleet Creek).  

• Restore ponds and ‘ghost ponds’ in the landscape.  

• Partnership working including water companies to ensure cleaner rivers and user 
group to understand what they want/need.  

• Engage with Bird Aware Essex. 
 
Essex Wildlife Trust  
 
Recreational disturbance on the estuary should be managed more robustly to reduce 
impacting on the SPA and other designated species. Birds Aware Essex provide local guidelines 
and policies on managing disturbance to both wintering and beach-nesting birds.  
 
Salvation Army  
 
The Salvation Army site has 3 water courses which are sued for fishing, open water swimming, 
kayaking and paddle boarding. There is potential to access the estuary across the site to allow 
access to Hadleigh Ray.  
 
4.7.3 Community Organisations Survey  
 
Comments regarding water recreation were received from community organisations as 
follows:  
 

Groups Comments  

Castle Point 
Community 
Allotment 

There aren’t enough water recreation facilities. Hadleigh Park is a 
great facility but other facilities such as Canvey Beach, Benfleet 
Creek are poor. The Creek path is also quite a dangerous path.  

Trust Links Facilities could be better with room for improvement. All groups, 
local governments etc should be campaigning for better blue spaces 
nationally. Clean water for recreation has a proven therapeutic 
value with access to wild swimming opportunities increasing in 
popularity.  

 
4.8 Rights of Way – Footpaths, Cycling and Bridleways  
 
4.8.1 Street Scene & Contracts Team 
 
There is a significant number of PROWs across the borough. Essex County Council maintain 
theses PROW, although there is potential for Castle Point Council to promote these.  
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4.8.2 Strategic Organisations  
 
Friends of the Earth  
 
There is a need for more cycle paths which would encourage more cycling and minimise car 
use.  
 
Natural England  
 
Active travel routes and connecting to other green spaces should be a key consideration with 
assessing GI. It’s should also be important that urban/peri-urban landscapes are connected.  
 
RSPB  
 
There is a need to improve the quality of rights of way with better maintenance including 
clearing vegetation and signposting. There is also a need to create safer cycle routes across 
the borough along with promoting cycling as a mode of transport. Off-road cycling requires 
better management to reduce the impact on protected and sensitive sites. 
 
Essex Wildlife Trust  
 
Rights of way should be managed to allow wildlife to flourish alongside providing a right of 
way for people. Sensitive mowing and hedge-cutting should be implemented to allow for 
flowering and fruiting of native species to benefit wildlife.  
 
Salvation Army  
 
Footpaths across our site are generally adequate but will require some maintenance in the 
next 5 years to ensure they are fit for purpose. There is potential to extent the bridleway that 
runs through the country park land through our site and towards Leigh on Sea.  
 
CPRE  
 
Essex County Council has an active programme to support rights of way and works with the 
district and borough councils to maintain these and seek to provide additional facilities.  
 
British Horse Society  
 
Members of the British Horse Foundation within Castle Point have suffered many road traffic 
accidents over recent years due to the lack of bridleways forcing users to use roads. Rights of 
way should be aimed at multi-users and should not restrict horse riders from using them – 
this includes the seawall route between Benfleet and Leigh which is currently only open to 
walkers and cyclists, Hadleigh Park and from Central Avenue along Prittle Brook to join the 
Poors Lane Bridleway at Dodds Grove.  
 
4.8.3 Community Organisations Survey  
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Groups  Comments  

Trust Links  More cycling infrastructure is needed as roads are too dangerous 
to cycle.  

Rochford and Castle 
Point Ramblers 

Overall, well maintained but there are exceptions.  

 
4.9 Play Space – Children and Youth   
 
4.9.1  Street Scene and Contracts Team   
 
Across Castle Point there are a good number of play spaces located mainly in parks and 
recreation grounds. Apart from Waterside, the play areas are close to the entrances of the 
sites. In terms of youth play space, there are less of these with one skate park at Waterside. 
There is the potential to add more youth spaces including skate parks, youth shelters and 
MUGAs at South Benfleet and Woodside but issues of anti-social behaviour associated with 
these facilities may cause concern with residents.  
 
4.9.2 Strategic Stakeholders  
 
RSPB  
 
Opportunities to build nature spaces into youth facilities should be considered with increased 
biodiversity being shown to improve human wellbeing - this could be done through design. 
Design features could include tree shade, native planted ‘wild’ boarders, hard landscaping, 
and zone screening that could include habitat (e.g., bee hotel walls), use of sand/light soils to 
create bike mounds, ramps, dirt tracks, natural wooden climbing areas, quieter conversation 
areas with raised planters.  
 
Salvation Army  
 
There is a shortfall in youth provision across the borough, there are good youth services but 
few actual youth facilities. The Salvation Army are looking at installing youth facilities within 
our site, but this will not satisfy the wider need across Castle Point.  
 
4.9.3 Community Organisations  

 

Group  Comments  

Canvey Island Youth 
Project 

There are enough in most areas of Castle Point, but not all. There 
is a need for more facilities for older children and young people.  
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4.10 Stakeholders - Key Findings 
 
Overview  
 

• Natural England suggests that the accessible greenspace standards developed as part of the 
National Green Infrastructure Framework should be a starting point for developing a standard for 
natural and semi natural green space.  

• There are a number of strategic stakeholders which manage key green spaces within Castle Point 
including Essex Wildlife Trust, RSPB, and Salvation Army.  

• Many stakeholders also highlighted the importance of biodiversity within open spaces especially 
given the unique and rare species and habitats that can be found in Castle Point particularly along 
the coastal areas.   

 
Quantity  
 

• Most strategic stakeholders thought that there are enough open spaces across the borough, 
except for the need for more cycle paths and bridleways.  

• The majority of community organisations thought that there was a need for more facilities for 
teenagers and water recreation facilities.   

 
Quality  
 

• Strategic stakeholders highlighted that the quality of spaces varies across the borough with issues 
such as anti-social behaviour, littering and poor managements being highlighted frequently.  

• It was suggested by community organisations that the quality of open spaces varies with the 
majority rating them as either good or adequate.  

 
Access 
 

• Strategic organisations stressed the importance of balancing recreational access with the need to 
protect biodiversity within Castle Point particularly in terms of natural green spaces and water 
recreation.  

• The cycle network and bridleways restrict access for those users, and this should be also 
considered when looking at opportunities to connect open spaces.  

• Community organisations highlighted that lack of toilet facilities, accessible parking facilities and 
parking charges can restrict people from accessing open spaces.  
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6.0 CONCLUDING REMARKS 
 
The survey work, stakeholder consultation, and desk-based research have highlighted a wide 
range of issues of value to both the Open Space and Recreation Study.  
 
Response levels to the residents’ survey were high but responses from stakeholders were 
considerably low. This has ensured that a wide and diverse range of views from local people 
with an interest in open space and recreation facilities have influenced the findings of the 
study. There is a strong degree of consistency across the various sources on key areas of local 
and strategic need/aspirations, from which we can be confident that the findings are robust 
and reliable. This provides a strong evidence base to be combined with the detailed site audits 
and analysis.  
 
The information and findings from the consultation report are further considered and 
analysed in the Open Space report in relation to the various typologies of open space and 
outdoor recreation being analysed. In particular the findings provide evidence to support the 
spatial planning standards recommended for the different categories of open space and 
recreation facilities.  
 

 

 

 

 

 


